
Networking in the 21st Century 

Objective: Students will analyze contemporary situations in their daily lives which utilize social 
networks and the social media for the rapid communication of ideas. Applying the concepts and 
ideals of the First Amendment, students will deliberate on the necessity of restricting certain 
communication via social networks and debate the merits of continued guardianship of free 
speech and free press within new environments created by social networking. 

Curriculum Standards: 

Common Core Literacy for Social Studies Standards  

1.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
1.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
1.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose. 
1.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts) with other information in print and digital texts. 
1.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
2.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content; Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the 
topic or text, using credible sources.  
2.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources. 
2.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis and reflection. 

Oklahoma State C3 Standards for United States Government 

5.3. Evaluate historic and contemporary examples of American citizens who have attempted to 
make the values and principles of the United States Constitution a reality. 
A. Analyze the rights and liberties guaranteed to all citizens in and protected by the Bill of 
Rights, how they are applied, protected and sustained through the actions of individual citizens. 

Grades: 6-8 
 
Resources: 

Where Do You Stand poster (large copy or to be viewed via Smartboard or LCD projector) 
Student Handouts- Where Do You Stand poster 
                               Situations in Cyberspace 
                               Social Media Good for Democracy editorial 
                               Social Media Fact Page 
                               Where Do You Stand poster template (large paper) 
                               Facebook Page template (front and back) 
Colored Highlighters or sets of colored markers (one set per pair of students) 

Procedure: 

1. Conduct a class poll.  Ask the following: which students have a personal social media page, 
how often do they post on social media websites, and how often do they find false or misleading 
information about self or peers on social media websites. This polling can be accomplished 
using any online instant polling service which utilizes students’ cell phones, classroom sets of e-
clickers, a teacher-created Edmodo survey, Survey Monkey, or hand-held color-coded placards 
representing answers to survey questions.  Ask students whether they have ever considered if 



First Amendment freedoms apply to cyberspace used by people worldwide. Should restrictions 
be placed on messages sent through cyberspace? 

2. Display a copy of the poster “Where Do You Stand” from The Economist and ask students to 
consider the three statements for and against censorship of the social media. Conduct a brief 
class Opinion-Continuum exercise in which students physically take a stand on censorship, 
based purely on information presented on the poster. Ask volunteers to justify their stand. Did 
any information on the poster impact their decision? How? 

3. Hand students a copy of the chart “Situations in Cyberspace: Where Does the First 
Amendment Stand?” Ask students to work together in pairs to deliberate whether each situation 
is currently protected by the First Amendment or is a restricted activity. Conduct a class 
discussion of their responses. Ask pairs if any protected situations should, in fact, be protected 
and why. 

4. Distribute copies of the editorial “Social Media Good for Democracy” and ask student pairs to 
conduct a close reading of the author’s central idea and supporting arguments. The close 
reading will require students to color-code with highlighters or colored pencils the following 
elements of the editorial: Author’s Claim (yellow), Supporting Evidence in the form of Expert 
Testimony (green), Examples (blue), Statistics (red) and facts (orange.) Conduct a class 
discussion of their findings. Was the author’s claim supported by strong evidence leading to a 
logical conclusion? Has the author’s argument changed previous opinions any students had 
regarding restrictions on cyberspace speech? If so, how? 

5. Conduct a timed writing task as a mid-lesson “check for understanding” in which students will 
respond in a fully-developed paragraph to the following statement: “The social media can be 
both a valuable method of communication in a democracy as well as one to use with caution.” 

6. Working together in pairs, students will create a simulated Facebook page for the First 
Amendment. Using the template provided in the lesson, students may use creativity in 
developing the “Information” elements of the Facebook page, however, in development of the 
“Wall” posting of the Facebook page, students are required to utilize three types of evidence 
from the editorial, presenting opposing viewpoints toward issues of free speech on social 
networks.  

Assessment: 

Using information from the “Social Networking Fact Page” students will use the blank poster 
template to create their own version of a “Where Do You Stand” poster. On their posters, 
students should cite specific information in their arguments from research gathered from the fact 
page. 

After students have had an opportunity to briefly share their posters, ask students to return their 
attention to the cyberspace scenarios and the initial class discussion regarding given situations 
as protected or restricted under the First Amendment. Ask if any students have changed their 
minds? If so, how and why? 



                         
                         

  Poster from The Economist, February, 2012 



Situations in Cyberspace: WHERE DOES THE FIRST AMENDMENT STAND? 

Based upon your understanding of First Amendment freedoms of speech, which of the situations below 
are protected and which are restricted? 

Situation:  Protected 
Activity? 

Restricted 
Activity? 

1.  A college student sends a picture of his high school sophomore 
girlfriend in her bikini to his fraternity friends on their cell phones. 

   

2.  An eighth grader posts a rumor about his principal being a 
convicted bank robber on Facebook. 

   

3.  The National Rifle Association invites teenagers to join its online 
campaign to elect a president.  

   

4.  Several teenage girls post comments on Twitter about a peer’s 
“homosexual” clothing and behavior. 

   

5.  A young man sends repeated email messages to a classmate, 
calling him a coward if he doesn’t meet him for a fight afterschool. 

   

6.  A teenager picks up her friend’s cell phone while she is out of the 
room and sends a joke, pretending to be her friend. 

   

7.  A group of students create a fake Facebook page for their math 
teacher, just for fun. 

   

8.  The president of a school’s Spanish club accuses the school 
principal of being anti‐Hispanic in an email to the principal. 

   

9.  A teenager picks up her mother’s laptop and orders a new 
videogame from her mother’s Amazon account. 

   

10.  A student forwards her friend’s email about her frustrations 
toward their new English teacher to other students in the school. 

   

 

Select two restricted situations above. Explain why restrictions on the First Amendment might be  
justified in each situation: 

 

 



Social Media Good for Democracy? 

Each year, on Constitution Day, students and teachers 
celebrate the most fundamental laws of our republic.  

This year, they should celebrate Twitter, Facebook, and all other social media children  
of the digital age. Why? Because, it turns out, social media are good for the Constitution.  

Specifically, social media are good for the First Amendment-  
the lead item of the Bill of Rights etched into our national history in 1791. 

As researcher Ken Dautrich puts it, “There is a clear, positive relationship between student 
usage of social media to get news and information and greater support for free expression 
rights.” The University of Connecticut professor has done four major national surveys of high 
school students on First Amendment issues. This spring, he surveyed over 12,000 high school 
students and 1,000 high school teachers for the latest survey. 

Fully 91 percent of students who use social networking to get news and information on a daily 
basis believe people should be allowed to express unpopular opinions. Does social media make 
you a First Amendment lover? Students using their cell phones to text, tweet, blog and Google 
are finding out more about the world, as well as the connection between social media and 
freedom. 

But you might ask: If the courts decide what the First Amendment means, why do our opinions 
about it matter? Because scholars say the Supreme Court’s decisions reflect long-term changes 
in public attitudes – and that’s as true for First Amendment doctrine as it is for other parts of 
the Constitution. As Judge Learned Hand put it in 1944: “I often wonder whether we do not 
rest our hopes too much upon constitutions, upon laws and upon courts. These are false hopes. 
… Liberty lies in the hearts and minds of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, 
no law, no court can save it.” 

Since young people represent the future of American public opinion, they are the real overseers 
of the future of the First Amendment.  But there is still plenty to teach about how responsibility 
comes along with all these rights. 

                                                                       By Eric Newton, Knight Foundation, 2011 

 



Students, Networking, and the First Amendment  

Facts: Today’s students are active users of social technology.  

• More than three-quarters of young people aged 13 to 24 indicated having used a social network 
in the past week 

• Sixty-six percent had sent or received messages on Facebook or other social networks  
• Over half of all teens check social networking sites more than once daily  
• More than half of teenagers surveyed have never thought about legal consequences for their 

social network activities (Common Sense Media, 2012). 

What ARE students’ First Amendment rights to access information and interact online? 

Minors, the Internet, and the Law 

• Social Networks serve as an important platform for free speech to advocate public policy. 
More than half of teens have joined an online cause. Example: National Wildlife Federation 
encourages student activism on its Facebook page. 

• Harassment, Hate Speech, & Cyberbullying are becoming common online interchanges. More 
than half of teens used a social network to complain or make fun of a teacher. Thirty-seven 
percent have made fun of other students. Cyberbullying is a particular type of digital 
harassment. The Matthew Shepard Act (2009) adds gender, sexual orientation, and 
disabilities to the federal definition of felonious hate crimes. 

• There's a fine line between defamation and the right to free speech. Free speech doesn't 
allow teens to make known false statements. Written or otherwise published statements that 
false impressions is considered libel.  

• Identify theft, pretending to be someone else for personal gain, is regulated by the Federal 
Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986.  Ten percent of young people have experienced 
someone impersonating them. 

• Over eighty percent of young adults possess a cell phone with a camera. Fifteen percent have 
experienced someone posting embarrassing photos of them without their permission. 
“Sexting,” which involves sending nude, sexually explicit, or suggestive images through a cell 
phone, many end up on social networks. High school seniors have been convicted and ended 
up on a sex offender's registry for posting suggestive images of underage schoolmates. 
 

 
Sources: Lamb, Annette, Social Neworking: Teen Rights, Responsibilities and Legal Issues, 

Common Sense Media,  “Is Technology Changing Childhood?”2011. 
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Photo Album: 

 

   

WALL  INFO



 
Name 

Comment:  SHARE

Information 

Networks: 

 

Politics: 

 

Friends: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook  WALL  INFO


